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(Case Report

Failures in Forensic Psychiatric Transition to the Community:

Implications for Risk Assessment and Recidivism

Chih-Chieh Chang' Yu-Yuan Wang'
Nien-Chun Lin' Shih-Hsin Yen' Hui-Ching Wu?**

ABSTRACT

This report details the case of Mr. C, a 53-year-old male with schizophrenia who was
subject to custodial protection in Taiwan. Despite a history of a previous early release from
custodial protection that was followed by recidivism, he is again seeking premature discharge
based on reports of "good in-hospital performance." We argue that his first re-offense was
a predictable failure of a system that over-relied on superficial behavioral compliance while
neglecting to assess internalized recovery. This failure is rooted in three interconnected issues:
(1) a clinical inability to differentiate between progress in programme completion (as measured
by tools like the DUNDRUM-3) and genuine recovery (measured by the DUNDRUM-4);
(2) the legal ambiguity of "risk of re-offending" under Taiwan's Criminal Code Article 87,
which permits release based on inadequate evidence; and (3) a critical lack of transitional
infrastructure to bridge the gap between secure care and the community. Drawing on inter-
national models, we propose a multi-staged transitional framework and advocate for a new,
milestone-based standard for terminating custodial protection, prioritizing dynamic risk
factors and validated recovery metrics over intuitive judgement or simple compliance of
the patient.

(J Ment Health Community Psychiatry 2025;1(2):63-71)
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