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A Milestone in the Development of Community Psychiatry in Taiwan:
Advancing Toward an Integrated, Person-Centered Model of Care

The development of psychiatry has been funda-
mentally shaped by the cumulative growth of psycho-
pathological insight and empirical clinical experience. 
This particularly evident in the development of community 
psychiatry is grounded in “person-centered mental health 
care, rehabilitation and recovery” delivered within 
community contexts. Its advancement necessitates the 
integration of multiple disciplinary perspectives, including 
biology, behavioral science, psychology, socio-cultural 
context and studies, ethics, and philosophy, into both the 
theory and practice of psychiatry. The aggregation of 
such diverse and multidimensional experiences forms 
the cornerstone of progress in community psychiatry.

Community psychiatry is distinguished by a level 
of complexity and multi-discipline that surpasses other 
subspecialties within psychiatry. As a result, its theoretical 
foundations and clinical implementations present sign-
ificant challenges, leading to a more deliberate and 
methodical pace of development in both academic 
and practice domains. Since its founding in 2006, the 
Taiwanese Society of Social and Community Psychiatry 
has played a central role in advancing the discipline 
by convening annual conferences fostered sustained 
scholarly dialogue and exchange, while also contributing 
substantially to the cultivation of expertise and the 
formation of a professional community committed to 
social and community psychiatry in Taiwan. 

In 2025, the launch of the “Journal of Mental Health 
and Community Psychiatry (JMHCP)” marks a significant 
milestone in the advancement of psychiatry in Taiwan. 
JMHCP aims to accelerate the dissemination of high-
quality scholarship, both in Chinese and English, across 
a broad range of formats, including review articles, 
original research, project reports, brief communications, 
thematic forums, case reports, and letters to the editor or 
opinion columns. JMHCP reflects a renewed vision for 

psychiatry in Taiwan, encompassing clinical innovation 
and experiential insight across the full continuum of 
care, from prevention, treatment, community-based 
psychiatric rehabilitation, and social re-integration.

This development has enabled the gradual establish-
ment of a holistic model of psychiatric care in Taiwan- 
one that is multidimensional, integrated, and firmly 
rooted in “person-centered care” principles. It signifies 
a substantive paradigm shift in both clinical practice and 
the philosophy of care, and marks a pivotal moment in 
the evolution of Taiwanese psychiatry as it enters a new 
era of conceptual and practical maturity.

Professor Hwu and I both are deeply honored to 
serve as the Editors-in-Chief of the JMHCP. We extend 
our heartfelt congratulations on the official launch of 
this academic journal and sincerely look forward to 
collaborating with distinguished scholars and pro-
fessionals from both the academic and practical realms 
to advance the continued development and innovation 
of mental health and community psychiatry.
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