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Forensic Mental Health Nurse in Forensic Psychiatric Settings
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ABSTRACT

In recent years, the involvement of patients with Severe Mental Illness (SMI) in criminal
cases or legal issues has garnered significant societal attention. In Taiwan’s judicial system,
custodial protection for offenders who are mentally disordered play a crucial role in their
treatment. The clear role identification of forensic mental health nurses (FMHN) in forensic
psychiatric settings is essential for the advancement of their professional development. This
article first outlines the necessity of advocating for the FMHN development, and introduces
the professionalization processes in this field across countries. Subsequently, it synthesizes
research literature and policy findings to elucidate the role function, responsibilities, and
core competencies of FMHN in forensic psychiatric settings. The primary role functions of
FMHN encompass: establishing and maintaining high-quality therapeutic alliances; assessing,
developing, implementing, and evaluating patient-centered nursing care; fostering and
upholding respect for individuals; ensuring effective interdisciplinary team collaboration
as treatment progresses, thereby enhancing overall treatment outcomes; and promoting the
development of professionalization. Finally, it is anticipated that this article will serve as a
valuable reference for the future development strategies of forensic mental health nursing,
as well as contribute to the establishment of workplace continuing educational programs,
regulations, clinical guidelines, and nursing standards.
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